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I thought it would be a good idea to revisit this letter in hopes of reviewing our curriculum and routines. I sent the original out at the beginning of the year, but thought it might be handy to look at it again. Our homeroom includes Language Arts, math, and all other core subjects. In homeroom, we strive to create a sense of ohana (family). This ideal reflects a commitment to provide the highest quality education in a caring and nurturing environment.
CURRICULUM

Computer:  Students have computer classes in the computer lab Mondays with Ms. Harris.  Students participate in computer instruction, learn word processing, and use a variety of programs.  They learn and apply research and fact finding skills on the Internet. Students also will learn to use laptops and iPads for educational purposes with adult supervision.
Library: Students visit the school library to borrow books on Mondays. Our school librarian, Mrs. Daugherty will teach library and research skills. Students may take their books home to read.  Students are responsible to have their library books in school on their library class day.  In addition, our class has a huge classroom library (book levels 0 to 11!) Students may borrow books as long as they treat them with respect and sign them out. 
Music: Our part time teacher, Mrs. Matsuwaki teaches singing and Ms. Cook, also an accomplished musician and performer will continue to work with the kids on performances as time permits.  
Physical Education: Students should wear athletic shoes for P.E. classes and dress appropriately. P.E. classes are scheduled on Thursdays with Ms. Hanato.
Math: The Math curriculum covers the Hawaii Content and Performance Standards as well as the national Common Core standards. Students are expected to achieve proficiency. State tests will be administered in the Spring. Curriculum includes the following:
· Place value from hundredths to ten thousands

· Four digit addition/subtraction

· Multiplication and division facts up to 10
· Time (to the minute; elapsed time between events); money, temperature
· Measurement (finding perimeter, area, volume, weight, length and distance using U.S. and metric units)
· Geometry

· Fractions with denominators up to 12
· Probability; using data; understanding charts and tables
Your child should have a set of addition/subtraction and multiplication/division flash cards.  We strongly encourage you to drill with flash cards to promote mastery. Math Facts in a Flash practice is required. Parents may purchase the CD from Ms. Watson.
Students also learn to use calculators. Some problems may be solved with calculators with teacher’s permission.
Reading: Houghton Mifflin texts are literature based readers. We supplement our program with novels that we read in class.  Through the use of multiple copies, we introduce longer novels.  Students have a reading comprehension workbook.  We supplement our reading program with “Ready Common Core” materials and teacher-made pieces. 
Accelerated Reader is a computerized reading management program that allows each student to move at his or her own pace and level of ability.  Students select a book, take a test on the computer, and receive points based on their comprehension.  Students in third grade are evaluated on AR performance each quarter.  Students must maintain at least 70% comprehension to receive full credit for their points. Chapter books should also be the predominate choice at this age. Please monitor your child’s book selections. Students should read books on their level, determined by the school’s Star Reader tests. We encourage you to read with and to your child.
Science units include:
Life Science

· How Plants Live and Grow

· How Animals Grow and Change

· Living Things and Their Environments

· Changing Environments

Physical Science

· Matter and How It Changes

· Forces, Machines, and Work

· Energy in Your World

· Sound

Earth Science

· Changes in the Earth’s Surface

· Materials of the Earth

· The Sun, Planets, and Moon

· Clouds and Storms

Health curriculum focuses on the whole child.  We investigate feelings, nutrition, safety, physical fitness, and wellness. Students learn about the main body systems.
Grammar: Houghton Mifflin English provides direct instruction in key language areas with a focus on grammar.  The language arts curriculum also covers vocabulary, listening, speaking, thinking, and composition skills. Mastery of grammar is applied to writing through the application of the writing process. 

McDougal Spelling is a sequential spelling program that practices a list of words weekly, helps to build word power, and has students apply spelling patterns and generalizations to words. 

Social Studies Houghton Mifflin Communities focuses on the literature, people, history, geography, thinking strategies, and cultural values that give voice to the people, times, and events that shape our world.  In third grade, we explore people and communities. Map and study skills will be addressed as well as the study of Hawaiian culture and character education.
Hawaiian Studies: We have Hawaiiana lessons on Mondays that focus on the music, geography, language, and oral history of Hawaii. 
Grades are based on knowledge, quality and quantity of work, attitude, and work habits. Each child’s performance is appraised individually. We use standards-based curriculum, assessment, and instruction. Parents receive the student’s report card after the quarter ends.  Other conferences can be scheduled outside of the class time to discuss any questions or concern. Please write a note in the planner or email concerns. I am not able to do phone conferences during instructional time. Thanks for your understanding.
Supplies: Please see that your child is kept well-supplied with basic needs throughout the year.  Please label all items. Supply lists are available at the office. 
Books: Remind your child to bring all workbooks and textbooks to class.  They are needed in school on a daily basis.  Keep all books in good condition.
Student Code of Conduct
· Regular attendance

· Punctuality 
· Work habits

· Respect for self and others

· Respect for authority

· Respect for property

· Freedom from fear

Homework
Homework should be completed and neatly done.  Recess and resource time may be utilized to complete assignments.  If there is a valid reason why homework was not done, please write the teacher a note in the planner.  Students are provided with a red assignment planner.  PLEASE SIGN IT DAILY.  Students will have assignments in several subjects nightly and long term research projects.
Third graders are required to do more reading and writing as the year goes on.  Students will be tested regularly on the information and skills learned in class.  Thanks for your support in stressing the importance of good attitudes and work habits.
We begin the new year with hopes for achievement, enthusiasm, and growth.  We appreciate innovations and technology while maintaining time-honored traditions and values. Thank you for encouraging excellence.
Please email Miss Cook at samantha_cook@holualoa.k12.hi.us with any questions, or visit her website at www.misscooksthirdgrade.weebly.com to see updated information and access a digital copy of this notice. Special thanks to Mrs. Rossman for putting all of this information in one easy to access place!
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